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General Information

Butterflies have been admired for centuries for their
physical beauty and behavioral display. These colorful
insects frequent open, sunny wildflower gardens,
grassy fields and orchards, feeding on nectar from
flowering plants. Butterflies belong to the order Lepi-
doptera, which means scale-winged. The order con-
tains over 19,000 species of butterflies and 100,000
species of moths worldwide. Over 700 butterfly
species occur in North America.

The life history of butterflies includes extremely short
adult life spans in some species, a four-staged lifecy-
cle, and migration and hibernation activity in some
species. The complex butterfly life cycle includes existence as an egg, larva (caterpillar), and pupa before
developing into an adult butterfly. The resiliency of some butterfly species is illustrated by their ability to
travel great distances. The Monarch, perhaps the most commonly known species in the United States, jour-
neys more than 2,000 miles to winter in warmer climates. The life span of adult butterflies ranges between
one week and

eight months, and averages two to three weeks in length.

Monarch

Land use changes and development have resulted in significant losses of native butterfly habitat across the

United States. As a result. the popularity of wildflower eardens and plantings to attract butterflies and other 5
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